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Students celebrated at
DLD Winter Concert

he annual Winter ‘

Concert at DLD
College London proved
to be the best yet with 20
students being awarded for
their outstanding achieve-
ments so far, whilst a spec-
tacular display of talent
was showcased.

Parents, teachers, staff and
students gathered in the
Atrium of the Westminster
Bridge-based college to
enjoy the annual show and
to cheer on as students were
rewarded for their hard
work and dedication.

Superb poetry
Master of Ceremonies,
Michael Brett welcomed
guests and introduced the
prize winners and an abun-
dance of musicians took
to the stage. From pianists,

Right: Dayanan Chumburidze accepts her award from (left) special
guest Baroness Pauline Perry and Principal Rachel Borland.

singers, bands and the uku-
lele group, the atrium was
filled with entertainment,
not forgetting, superb poetry
and prose readings.

This academic year, the
college also raised money
for Crisis at Christmas

somewhere to live or eat.

A student who showcased
her excellent musical talents
was also presented with an
award. Dayanan Chumbur-
idze, (16), gave a beautiful
rendition of Warrior’s Song
by Stephen Heller on the
piano and captivated the au-
dience with her ability. The
GCSE student then went on
to collect her certificate for
her regular attendance and
contribution to concerts

which helps people who are
sleeping rough. A pres-
entation was held by the
Student Council to dem-
onstrate the importance of
helping those less fortunate
and who may not have

and events including judg-
ing the recent DLD’s Got
Talent show.

Principal at DLD College
London Rachel Borland,
commented: “We are here to
celebrate those students who
have excelled in our enrich-
ment programme. They
have pushed themselves
out of their comfort zones.
The entertainment has been
exceptional, every year we
say it couldn’t get better and

every year it does.

“Congratulations to our
prize winners, we hope
they continue to enjoy the
benefits of our enrichment
programme throughout this
new term.”

Founded in 1931, DLD
College London is one of the
oldest and most prestigious
colleges in the UK, and since
its foundation has built a
strong reputation amongst
students, parents, schools
and universities.

Heart of London

In September 2015, DLD
College London relocated
to brand new, purpose-built
premises in the heart of
London, on 199 Westmin-
ster Bridge Road, overlook-
ing Westminster and the
River Thames.

The college offers students
the chance to study a wide
range and flexible combina-
tion of A-Levels, GCSEs,
International Foundation
courses and BTEC courses.

As part of the Alpha Plus
Group, DLD College aims
to maintain a ‘gold stand-
ard’ of educational quality.
Classes are small, enabling
students and teachers to fo-
cus upon the most effective
ways of learning.

London Councils
and Federation of
Small Businesses
launch fourth Small
Business Friendly
Borough Awards

London Councils has once again
teamed up with the Federation
of Small Businesses to launch the
fourth Small Business Friendly
Borough Awards, aiming to show-
case councils in the capital that go
the extra mile for small businesses.
The awards, now in their fourth
year, provide an excellent platform
for London’s 33 local authorities,
including the City of London, to
highlight their business-friendly
policies and procedures. The closing
date for this year’s nominations is 10
February 2017.
Award categories are:

« Best All-Round Small Business
Friendly Borough - This award com-
mends councils for successfully im-
plementing wide-ranging policies to
support and develop the local micro
and small business community.

o Best Small Business Friendly
Procurement to Support Local Trade
- This award celebrates council pro-
curement activities that have enabled
local micro and small businesses to
gain access to public sector and other
local contracts.

o Best Programme of Support for
Small Businesses - This award
recognises programmes of support
around a particular theme, which
have encouraged and supported
the borough’s micro and small
business community.

o Best Small Business Champion -
This award recognises individuals
who have led work to support and
promote small businesses in their
borough. This award is open to both
officers and members and separate
awards will be made for each.

Councils can nominate projects
delivered in 2015/16 or 2016/17

in any of the award categories and

can submit nominations in as many
categories as they wish, but these
must be separate and clearly defined
programmes.

Councillor Peter John, executive
member for business, skills and
Brexit at London Councils, said:

“I am very pleased to be launching
this year’s awards in partnership
with the FSB. Small businesses play
a critical role in London’s economy.
They account for almost 99% of
London’s businesses and nearly
half of the capital’s jobs. They are
not only key wealth generators but
are also an important part of their
local communities.

“London boroughs play an impor-
tant role supporting small businesses
to access good quality business
advice and support, affordable work-
space, business finance and public
sector procurement contracts. I look
forward to being able to celebrate
the excellent work that London
boroughs are doing to support small
businesses in their areas”

Steve Warwick, London regional
chairman, Federation of Small
Businesses, said: “The awards are
designed to celebrate the efforts of
the Councils in supporting small
businesses. At a time when small
firms are being squeezed by the cost
of doing business — particularly with
significant business rate increases in
2017, it is important for councils to
remember that micro businesses are
a vital part of London’s ecosys-
tem. Praising the measures which
councils are implementing to reduce
administrative burdens, and sharing
best practice to create the right envi-
ronment for micro and small firms
to thrive, are critical for success”

Westminster joins forces with Veterans Aid

estminster City Council is the first
London borough to partner with
Veterans Aid to tackle rough sleeping.

The partnership aims to make sure that no
ex-serviceman or woman ever has to resort to
bedding down on the street.

Outreach workers will now refer any ex-
service personnel directly to Veterans Aid,
who will get them into emergency accommo-
dation and make sure that they never have to
spend a night on the streets.

ClIr Nickie Aiken, Westminster City Coun-

cil cabinet member for public protection, said:

“Nobody should have to sleep rough which
is why we spend £6.5m on rough sleeper
services in Westminster, far more than any
other local authority.

“It is especially difficult to see those who
have served our country ending up on
the streets. That is why I am so pleased to
announce that we will be the first London

borough to work in direct partnership with
Veterans Aid. They have a superb record of
helping ex-servicemen and women and I
hope that this will continue to make a real
difference in Westminster.

“If you encounter a rough sleeper that you
are concerned about you can call Streetlink on
0300 500 0914 or download the app”

Of the 2,857 rough sleepers seen by
Westminster’s Rough Sleeping Team, 60 self-
reported having served in the Armed Forces.

Over the last three years just over two per
cent of all rough sleepers in Westminster
claimed to be ex-services. This compares to
four per cent nationally according to DCLG
figures for Autumn 2015.

Outreach workers will refer those who say
they have served in the forces to Veterans Aid
who can provide additional funding and help
to those with a service record.

Dr Hugh Milroy, CEO of Veterans Aid, said,

“I wholeheartedly embrace this partnership
which will work on a number of levels. This
charity’s operational HQ and Drop-In Centre
has been in the heart of the Borough for over
60 years and we have been a former Lord
Mayor of Westminster’s chosen charity. We
share with the Westminster team a commit-
ment to preventing and addressing street
homelessness and the consequences of home-
lessness — not by giving short-term handouts,
but by creating enduring solutions.

“We have an excellent record in dealing with
homelessness among veterans to the extent
that is now a rare thing to find a genuine
veteran on the streets. Our emphasis for some
years has been on “no first night out” through
prevention. By working in close partner-
ship with Westminster we hope to take our
prevention work onto a new level through
direct referrals from Westminster. We have a
system of “swift-intervention” that works and

recidivism among our clients is uncommon.
We are deliberately offering our unique and
effective service to help Westminster with
its rough sleeping issue. We aren't asking for
money here, we just want to play our part””

‘Greg’ was helped by Veterans Aid

After eight years in the Parachute Regi-
ment, and several years of rewarding employ-
ment after discharge, 29-year-old Greg did
not expect to find himself sleeping in a car.

A career soldier, with two tours of
Afghanistan under his belt, he had a family
and prospects, until a motorcycle accident
changed everything.

Gregss life quickly unravelled. His relation-
ship broke down and injuries ended his
security career.

Suddenly he was homeless, vulnerable and
lost. Like many others in his position his only
plan was to head to London.

In fact that is exactly what he did - but not
to become a rough sleeper in Westminster.
Greg was brought to Veterans Aid where,
within minutes of meeting a caseworker ,his
fears were allayed. Clearly he needed support
and, most immediately, accommodation. For
three nights the charity paid for Greg to stay
in a hotel - and off the streets - until a place in
its London hostel, was available.

He moved there in October to join more
than 50 other veterans who would otherwise
be homeless in London.

CEO of Veterans Aid Dr Hugh Milroy
said, “Greg’s story is not unusual. We are an
operational charity, and the work we do is
frontline. People who come to our Victoria
Drop-in Centre are desperate; many homeless
or facing the prospect of homelessness. We
can't tell hungry, hopeless veterans to ‘come
back in a few days’
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Report dangerous skin
lightening products

igures published by London

Trading Standards this week
showed that 15 businesses were
fined a total of £168,579 in 2016 for
selling unsafe cosmetic products.

The majority of the prosecutions
concerned the sale of skin lighten-
ing products containing dangerous
and prohibited levels of hydroqui-
none, mercury or corticosteroids.
Labelling breaches and lack of trace-
ability were also important issues.

Safety regulations prohibit these
ingredients in cosmetics however,
thousands of products containing
them had been found and seized in
a coordinated campaign by London
Trading Standards.

The prolonged use of such prod-
ucts can result in a number of health
problems from skin thinning and
discoloration to organ damage and
even cancer.

A product called Grace Duo con-
tained 18 per cent of the bleaching
agent hydroquinone. This is be-
lieved to be the highest amount ever
found by trading standards in such

products. Another soap product,
Faiza Beauty Cream, contained 0.54
per cent of toxic mercury.

The cases were taken by five Lon-
don boroughs which prosecuted 17
directors along with their 15 compa-
nies. The average fine was £11,239.

Illegal sales don't just occur on the
high street. London Trading Stand-
ards Regional Intelligence Service has
identified at least 15 online sellers of
prohibited skin lightening products
using eBay. Work is now underway
to locate and tackle these sellers.

Company bosses who sell banned
cosmetic products can be fined up
to £20,000 per offence and sent to
prison for one year.

Steve Playle, spokesperson for Lon-
don Trading Standards, said: “Last
year saw some great outcomes as a
result of our coordinated campaign
against illegal cosmetics and some
defendants even had suspended
prison sentences imposed. These
penalties should make shop owners
tempted to ignore safety rules think
twice before putting profit over the

health and safety of their customers”
Councillor Tim Ahern, the Royal
Borough of Kensington and Chel-
sea’s Cabinet Member for Environ-
mental Health, said: “Thanks to the
work of trading standards officers
in other London boroughs, 15 busi-
nesses have been fined for selling
dangerous and illegal products.
“People have a right to expect that
high street shops will only sell safe
and reputable products. Consumers
should always check the ingredi-
ents of skin creams and never use a
product containing hydroquinone.
If the product doesn’t display the in-
gredients at all, then consumers are
advised not to use it. Our own trad-
ing standards officers are vigilant
and will always look to take action
if these dangerous products are of-
fered for sale in a shop or online”

For further information contact the
Royal Borough of Kensington and
Chelsea Trading Standards Team by
emailing Trading.standards@rbkc.
gov.uk or by calling 020 7361 3002.

New rules to protect
variety on high streets

From January 2017,
new planning rules

will ensure that all
conversions of shops to
services such as estate
agents, employment
agencies and bureau de
change in Westminster’s
high streets require
planning permission.
The measures follow
a 27% increase in the
number of estate agents
in Westminster last
year — the largest seen
anywhere in London.
The sudden influx has
changed the character
of several areas, reduc-
ing variety in the city’s
shopping districts which
make these areas less at-
tractive for shoppers.
The ‘Article 4 Direction’
will allow the council to
limit particular indus-

tries from dominating
retail space, ensuring
that the city’s shopping
districts continue to
serve their commu-

nity with a wide range of
businesses and retailers.

ClIr Robert Davis
MBE DL, Westminster
City Council Deputy
Leader and Cabinet
Member for the Built
Environment said:
“Westminster is a
wonderful patchwork
of historic villages and
local town centres and
our high streets are the
beating heart of each
of those communities,
treasured by residents
and visitors alike.

“In the last year, we
have, for example,
seen an increase in the
number of estate agents

in Westminster that
has put the character
of some centres at
risk. These measures
will protect variety on
our high streets and
improve everyone’s
shopping experience.
This is not a blanket
restriction. Some finan-
cial services, like local
bank branches, which
provide valuable local
services will be encour-
aged, but if we do not
act now, our high streets
are under threat of be-
ing overrun. The action
we are taking will help
us strike the right bal-
ance so that Londoners
continue to have a range
of shops and services on
their doorstep.”
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Londoners reminded of 2017 fares

Transport for London (TfL) is urg-
ing all customers to check they are
using the right travel product to ensure
they do not spend more than necessary
to get around the city, with the annual
fares revision on 2 January 2017.

As confirmed earlier in 2016, the Mayor
of London has frozen all fares set by TfL
until 2020. This means that everyone
travelling solely by bus or tram in Lon-
don will not pay a penny more than they
did in 2016, while pay as you go journeys
on the Tube, DLR, Emirates Airline and
rail services where TfL fares apply will
all be frozen. Hire and access fees on
Santander Cycles will also be frozen to
encourage more people to try cycling to
get around London.

However, the Mayor only has the power
to set fares on TfL services. Travelcards,
and the associated daily and weekly caps,
are set to increase in line with RPI infla-
tion as they are set by the Government in
agreement with the private train operating
companies (TOCs). As confirmed earlier
this year, these will rise across the country

by an average of 2.3 per cent from 2 Janu-

ary 2017.

TfL is now reminding all Londoners that
they should check they are still buying the
right ticket and paying the correct fare for
their travel. The launch earlier this year of
the Mayor’s two-for-one Hopper fare for
buses and trams, and daily capping, means
people could be better off using pay as you
go to travel around London. In addition,
customers are reminded that if they are
travelling across London and do not travel
through zone 1, they can avoid paying a
higher fare by touching on a pink reader
at specific stations when interchanging.

Shashi Verma, Chief Technology Officer
and Director of Customer Experience at
TfL, said: “Freezing fares helps make our
network more affordable for Londoners.
Customers are advised to check they are
not unnecessarily spending money on a
paper ticket when they could be saving
significantly. Using pay as you go with
Opyster and Contactless means that you
should never have to pay more for your
travel than necessary. We want to make

the system as simple and easy to use as
possible and will be making a range of fur-
ther improvements in the coming years.”
London is a world-leader in transport
ticketing, having been the first city in the
world to have a successful integrated tick-
eting system in Contactless and Oyster.
Contactless payments were launched by
TfL in September 2014 and, since then,
more than 600 million contactless jour-
neys have been made, using cards from
more than 90 countries to travel across
TfL and National Rail services in London.
Contactless payments are conveni-

ent as they offer anyone travel at the

cost of a single adult pay as you go fare,
and is cheaper than buying a paper Day
Travelcard or single tickets. Fares are also
capped so that when you reach the daily
and Monday to Sunday weekly capping
limit, you can carry on travelling around
London without paying a penny more.

To check the latest fares, or to register
your Oyster or Contactless payment card,
please visit www.tfl.gov.uk/fares

Land for Sale

LAND FOR SALE

in Peloponnese, Greece

8,000 sg meters of land, 5km from Ancient Olympia

Close to national road and the coast, 100,000 Euros

020 8340 4572

Application to Vary a Premises Licence

Application Reference: 16/13334/LIPV

Notice is hereby given that Mr Muhammad Abdul Salam (the applicant)
has applied to the City of Westminster for a variation of their premises
licence for:

Buckingham Balti House, 42 Buckingham Palace Road, London,
SW1W ORE

The variation details, as outlined on the application form, are:

To allow OFF sales and to amend the hours of alcohol sales.
Off sales to stop at 23:00hrs daily.

To view this application and its supporting documents please visit
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/comment-on-a-licence-application and
then click on the ‘search applications’ button. A new window will appear
and the application reference should then be entered into the search field.

The last date for representations to be received by the Licensing Authority
is 16 January 2017

Anyone wishing to make a representation in regard to this application can
do so online via the ‘make a comment’ button (once the application has
been searched on the Council’s online licensing register via the link above).

Representations can also be made via email to
premiseslicensing@westminster.gov.uk or in writing sent to the address
below.

Licensing Team, Westminster City Council, 4th Floor East, 64 Victoria
Street, London, SW1P 6QP

The Licensing Authority must receive representations in writing by the date
given above. The Licensing Authority will have regard to any such
representation in considering the application. It is an offence, under section

The Electrician

Domestic, Commercial and Industrial installations
Faultfinding and maintenance, Inspections, testing and certification
For estimates or urgent callout:

07854 401 4/3

Section 34 Licensing Act 2003

Licensing Act 2003: Full
Variation of a Premises Licence

Notice is hereby given that Alex Cohen Goldstein has applied
to the City of Westminster on 19th December 2016 to vary the
premises licence for Firedog Restaurants Ltd. 92-94 New-
man Street London W1T 3EZ

The proposed variation is to to vary the licence in respect of
the hours /to include the sale by retail of alcohol.

Any person who wishes to make a representation in rela-
tion to this application must give notice in writing of his/her
representation by 16th January 2017 stating the grounds for
making said representation to: Licensing Service, 14th Floor,

City Hall, 64 Victoria Street, London, SW1

The public register where applications are available to be
viewed by members of the public can be accessed online by
visiting at www.westminster.gov.uk/Licensing and following

the link to the public register.

The Licensing Authority must receive representations by the
date given above. The Licensing Authority will have regard to
any such representation in considering the application. It is an
offence, under section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003, to know-
ingly or recklessly make a false statement in or in connection

with an application for premises licence and the maximum
fine on being convicted of such an offence is £5000.
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he UK has becomes the first

country in the world to officially
recognise parkour as a sport, after
the Home Country Sports Councils
approved Parkour UK’s application
for recognition of the sport and the
National Governing Body.

The Sports Minister, Tracey Crouch,
alongside the President of Parkour UK
and a founder of parkour, Sebast-
ien Foucan, announced the formal
recognition of parkour as a sport and
Parkour UK as the recognised NGB
for the sport in the UK. The announce-
ment was made at LEAP Parkour Park,
England’s largest outdoor parkour
facility at Westminster Academy in
London. The park was launched by
Westminster City Council in partner-
ship with Parkour UK in Jan 2012.

Parkour, also known as freerunning
or art du deplacement, is the non-com-
petitive physical discipline of training
to move freely over and through any
terrain using only the abilities of the
body, principally through running,
jumping, climbing and quadrupedal
movement. In practice it focuses on
developing the fundamental attributes
required for such movement, includ-
ing functional strength and fitness,
balance, spatial awareness, agility,
coordination, precision, control and
creative vision.

A pair of trainers and
your imagination

Parkour motivates people to get
active. Participants can take part in
the sport whenever and wherever they
want, without needing to meticulously
manage their busy diaries, buy special
equipment, join a club, or book a
pitch or court. All you need is a pair
of trainers and your imagination to
#GiveParkourAGo!

The recognition of parkour as a
sport, and Parkour UK as the National
Governing Body (NGB) by the Home
Country Sports Councils - Sport

Parkour officially

tion was submitted in August 2015 and
was recommended for approval by the
UK Recognition Panel in Dec 2015.
During 2016 the Boards of the Home
Country Sports Councils approved the
full application for recognition, with
the final confirmation of recognition
being confirmed in October 2016.

Recognition will enable parkour
groups and organisations affiliated
to Parkour UK to apply to the home
country sports councils for lottery or
exchequer funding to support the de-
velopment of the sport locally in each
home nation.

Minister for Sport, Tracey Crouch,
said: “I want people to get out there
and find the sport and physical activity
that appeals to them and parkour is
certainly a fun, creative and innovative

LEAP Parkour Park, England’s largest outdoor parkour
facility at Westminster Academy.

England, Sport Northern Ireland,
sportscotland, Sport Wales and UK
Sport follows completion of the UK
recognition process by Parkour UK.
Parkour UK, was established in 2009
by the nation’s parkour community
and the City of Westminster. It began
the formal recognition process in
March 2013, with the pre application
for recognition approved in March
2014. The full application for recogni-

option. I am pleased it has been recog-
nised as a sport, giving it the platform
for further growth in this country with
Parkour UK as its governing body. The
sport promotes movement, using the
great outdoors as a space to get active
in, and I encourage people to don their
trainers and give it a go”

President of Parkour UK, Sebastien
Foucan, said: “This is brilliant recogni-
tion for a discipline that started off as

child’s play with my friends almost 30
years ago. The beauty of parkour is that
everyone of all ages can do it respect-
fully in almost any environment. We
celebrate activity and playfulness
whilst constantly challenging our
mental and physical limits. It is more
than just jumping, it is a health driven
way of life”

As the National Governing Body
for parkour, Parkour UK provides
governance and regulation of parkour
throughout the UK, acts as custodians
of the sport, protects the rights and
freedoms, and promotes the interests
of freerunners, their member organisa-
tions and the UK community.

Parkour UK works closely with
partners to encourage and develop the
safe and appropriate practice of park-
our. The organisation also works with
local groups, organisations, national
organisations/bodies, councils and
constabularies.

Open and inclusive

Since its creation, Parkour UK has
successfully developed and promoted
an open and inclusive organisation,
encouraging people of all ages, back-
grounds or abilities to #GiveParkourA-
Go with their member organisations
across the UK.

Parkour UK has also forged a close
relationship with the education sector,
developing programmes around vid-
eography and photography and cross-
curricular links around the history and
culture of the sport. It has developed
literacy projects that use parkour to
teach the French language - Parlez
Vous Parkour?

Chief Executive at Parkour UK,
Eugene Minogue, said: “Parkour has
come a long way since first arriving
in the UK in 2003 with the seminal
documentary, Jump London and Jump
Britain in 2005, both staring Sebastien
Foucan. This was followed up by Jump
Westminster in 2007, which led to the

creation of Parkour UK. Parkour is
now in the vast majority of primary &
secondary schools, colleges and uni-
versities all over the UK. The discipline
has now been formally recognised as

a sport with Parkour UK recognised

as the National Governing Body. We
have built a qualified workforce of over
600 people, we have led the develop-
ment of a British, and now a European
standard for Parkour Equipment.

As a result, there are now more than
50 Parkour Parks across the UK. All
this in just over 7 years is an amaz-

ing achievement and testament to the
unique and diverse Parkour/Freerun-
ning community in the UK, which is
world leading!”

The Parkour UK community, which
is how Parkour UK describes its
membership of affiliated organisations
& practitioners, covering all four home
nations of the UK is incredibly rich in
its diversity.

Parkour celebrates female participa-
tion and has also demonstrated huge
success engaging with children,
teenagers and families. There are also
examples of people over the age of

recognised as a
sport at the LEAP
Parkour Park

60 practicing parkour and reaping all
the benefits associated with regular
participation in this incredible form of
physical activity.

Parkour UK and its community are
pioneering innovative programmes,
including: Parkour for Mental Health,
Parkour for Older People, Family
Parkour as well as parkour academies.
Parkour offers something new, innova-
tive and engaging to those who want
to get active but may find mainstream
sports or activities unappealing.

Director of Sport at Sport England,
Phil Smith (for and on behalf of the
Home Country Sports Councils) said:
“As the number of people involved
in regular sport and physical activity
continues to grow, choice becomes
increasingly important. Parkour has
already been offering something dif-
ferent for a few years now, but what
recognition means is that Parkour UK
is taking responsibility for its organi-
sation. The safety and enjoyment of
those taking part is paramount, so
congratulations to Parkour UK on
achieving the standards and showing
their ambition to grow even further”



